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On Gaining an Immediate Penalty for a Lifetime
of Catching Fish in a Net'

The Most Venerable Jid £5#.2 monk® of Gangd~ji® in the capital.®
went on a summer retreat® to lecture on the Hoke-kyd' at Noo-dera
#4:%% in Shikama district, Harima province IS EISEEL on the
invitation of the patron of the temple. In the neighborhood, there was
a fisherman who had been netting fish since his childhood, One day
he began to crawl in the mulberry bushes on his property, crying
aloud, "Fire 1s devouring me!™ His family tried to help him, but he
only repeated, V' Don’t come close to me. [ shall be in fames soon.” In
the meantime, his parents rushed to the temple to ask the ascetic’ to
save their son. The ascetic came and recited formulas'® for a while, and
the fisherman was released from the devouring flames. His breeches
had already been burnt, Stricken with terror, the fisherman paid a
visit to Noo-dera, confessed his sins in the congregation,!! and
repented, offering clothes and having a scripture recited. Thercafter
he never did any evil.

The Cansli kaknn Hm_m.n.ﬁm___.u gives an analogous passage: “Once
there was a man who belonged to the Liu family in Chiang-ling,"*

1. Cf, Samhii ckooba (11, 6), Honckd kdsdden (75).

2, Ditherwise unknown,

3. Shamon, see Chap. {1}, n. 4

4 See lnnm g

5, Since no date s given, it s not clear whether thists thenew Gangd-ji in Mara o the former
one (Aumks-dera or HEkG=ji) i Awka,

4, Bl peange (also [u]amge (57 2R, pegyd B, etc). a manslinon of Skr. perpardrsiks,
which o “sumbimer retreat™ : during the rainy swaon monks in India held & mncty day retecat
for stedy and discplinary pracoce.

7. See Chap, ll{3)b

8. Uscemain: = may be 3 provincial temple in present Gochaku, Himep-shi, Hybgo-ken

s P A 1P 1

4, F7 # gydfa; in this passage refers to id, [t means Mone whao pracices the path.”

1o, % g, see Chap, b nog7

i1, %% doshii; the congregarion conssnng of the participants of the rerrear,

12, Yen Chiti-t'as, Yem=jhih chria<hain (SPTE, No. tog), See Teag sus=vil, trans, Family
Instrusions for tlae Yen Clan. Yen Chuh—t'un {§31-421) presents a synrhess of Buddhst and Con-
fucian reachings, and m Chapter XV {On Faith ML) in particalar, he emphasizes the law
of karmie rerribunon. His work was H._uﬁﬂ.._u.ﬂ .u.E_.:___ﬁ thi Mara ..__vn—.._"ﬂ.m.. and 15 inflnence iy b
deteceed in Fujiwars no Kamatari's &aden (1ee Chap. 1(1)c, sin, 67, 68) and other biographical
and moralisoc writings. That particular chaprer is mcluded in the Kieog humgermmg clf 8 4L
&, X1 (Talehd, LI to7b-10kc).

r3. Present Hupe province L&

Velume I [122] Tale1:

WO Mads 4 HYINE oY SCUINE SIEWed £l LateT O fdad & Chld WILD tne
head of an eel and a human body,”"* which demonstrates the same
moral.
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On a Skull, Which Was Saved from Being Stepped on by
Men and Beasts, Showing an Extraordinary Sign and
Repaying the Benefactor Immediarely'

D&ts #%,? a Buddhist scholar® of Kory8, was a monk of Gangé-
ji* He came from the Ema % family® in Yamashiro i3 province.®
In the second year of the horse, the second year of the Taika era,” he
built the Uji Bridge i .* Once, when he was passing through the
valley in the Nara hills #8111, he saw a skull that had been trampled
by men and animals. In sorrow, he had his attendant Maro 8118 place
it on a tree.

On New Year's Eve!® of the same year, a man came to the temple
gate, saying, "'l would like to see the Venerable Dotd's attendant
Maro.” When Maro came out to see him, he said, “Thanks to the
mercy of your master, | have been happy and at peace. And | can
repay your kindness only on this evening.” Then he took Maro home
with him, Through the closed gate they entered the back quarters of
the house, where they found abundant food and drink already pre-
pared. The man divided his fare with Maro, and they ate together.

14. Thiv pasage 1 omitted in the Kuang hung=mmg ohi. See Fanily Distreciions, g, TRPIE
LMW g - — AL S LT K,

1. CF Fusd rpakiel (1V, Kotoku), Kol monopatarishd (XX, 10). There another version
of the wme story ([11.27). For the sdgnificance of e story, see Chap, [1{1)a, and (3)a.
2. Daed's name is found 2mong the ten great masters (fihi £-88) appointed by Emperar
Ktoku in figs. Soe Nikon shokd, XXV [Taika 1:8:8); Awon, “MNikong,™ 1l 203,
3. B palkushd I one who sudied Buddhist teachings, or Chinese classics an a state college.
See Chap. linydion. w
4 Seelj g
¢ It fvumclear whethir Ema i his family mame, or that of s friend he wisited.
i, AfTer Jog i Was writteny as (i3, present Kyoro-fu
T A
B Sec Sk Nibewgi (| (Monnw g2 3:10) There it goves D8shi, nat 18, 23 che builder of
the Uji Bridge, but other documents agree with the Nikon opdikl i making D5d its builder.
g The hills between Kyoto and Nara, See Lo, oo
1o, It was believed thar deceased family members viated thelr former homes at the end of
the vear, and a cosmic renewal rite was held then, See Chap. {1 )a.
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